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Contributions to Hebrew Synonymy. 13 

•said vowel is short, as in Q^p% ^"W' ^ft?V\' Wpp©' D?"?*?*' ^P?™' 
and, from the examples given, it will be seen that the ruie is applicable both to 
nouns and verbs, when receiving these suffixes. 

Since writing the above our attention has been kindly called by Prof. Harper 
to the treatment of the intermediate syllable by Dr. Davidson. On turning to the 
grammar of the latter, we find that we had indicated, by pencil marks upon the 
margin, our appreciation of his comparatively full exposition of the subject. Yet 
here there are the same defects as those just considered, when we come to view 
many of the etymological processes of the language. And besides, the Doctor's 
definition of the intermediate or, as he calls it, the half-open syllable is very defec- 
tive. He tells us— p. 10 — that "another kind of syllable, not uncommon, is the 
half-open. It has a short unaccented vowel, but the consonant that would natur- 
ally close it is pronounced with a slight vowel sound after it, and thus hangs 
loosely between this syllable and the one following — e. g., ^jop^ which is not 
biq-tol nor bi-q'tol." This definition does very well for all such examples as that 
given, — those in which the closing consonant has Sli'va under it, but will not an- 
swer for those in which such consonant has a vowel, as in QTrN> "iCTtf, and the 
like, together with many which are formed by some of the prefixed particles, NIPT/l 
•etc. Green's definition— p. 27— is equally at fault because it likewise proceeds 
upon the idea of a Sh'va being always under the closing consonant of the syllable. 
Had these authors taken into consideration the acute or sharpened syllables as a 
separate class, they had doubtless discovered their defective definitions,— the acute 
syllable terminating with the same letter that the next syllable begins with,— in 
other words, a double letter, as in ^EJp- Cm a little consideration it will be seen 
that the intermediate syllable partakes of the nature both of the open and closed, 
•as in Q0")31 , and of the open and acute or sharpened, as in QTTK- 
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I. 

p - DS^D 

The Septuagint translates both p*rj and QQVffi by n?i/ia, n 9 ioic, and even by 
•<5fe/, and the Vulgate by causa and judicium. In Hebrew the words are by no 
means used indiscriminately. y% a common Semitic word, has the primary 
meaning to rule, to govern. In the East executive and judicial authority are 
•often vested in the same official, and hence executive administration is intim- 
ately blended with the function of a lawgiver or a judge, as when Darius says, 
di-na-a-tav at-tu-u-a kul-lu', " my laws (or decrees) they fulfilled" (Nashi Rus- 
tam Inscr. 11). The word soon passed from its primary meaning into that of 
judging or deciding suits affecting property or civil rights. This general ref- 
erence to matters affecting individuals it retains in post-biblical Hebrew, where 
the Great Sanhedrin is called the |H j-y>3, a judicial sentence ?^ -|fj, a fine 
£*DJp P% ancl a capital sentence jy'flj 1">% 



1-1 Hebkaica. 

Dfltt') with the fundamental thought of erecting, setting upright, gives the 

_ T 

verbal substantive QQ$Q, which designates the establishment of truth or jus- 
tice in a cause on triai. It differs from p*7 by having an implied reference 
to an objective standard of right. A DStfO i s a judgment in harmony with 

T : 

justice and truth ; a p*^ should be just and equitable, but it has no inherent 
moral reference. The former is a judicial embodiment of absolute rectitude, 
the latter of legal justice which may be far from being equitable; the .one is 
an infallible righteous judgment, the other a fallible judicial utterance. These 
distinctive meanings are exhibited in Ps. ix., 4. 'J>T| ♦DiDSJ'D J"VtJM?~'.3i 

' T : T T 

"For thou hast maintained my right and my cause," i e., assisted him in se- 
curing a righteous judgment and a favorable decision. See also Fs. cxl., 13; 
Is. x., 2. The moral element of 035^0 appears conspicuously in passages 

T : 

like Job xxvh., 2, where the Almighty is charged with taking away, not the 
patriarch's p"7 but his just judgment; and Is. mi., 8 where the Messiah is said 
to be snatched away, not from a legal, but from a righteous sentence. While, 
then, p^ is used in biblical Hebrew almost exclusively to designate judgments 
in respect to disputes or grievances arising between man and man, GQJJ'Oi by 

T : 

virtue of its moral reference, is used almost as exclusively to designate the 
judgments of God, these being understood to embrace not only the exhibitions 
of his compensative justice, but the entire cm-pus juris divini of laws, statutes, 
regulations, precepts, etc. 
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